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1 . A video commxinication system (SYS), which is able to receive a digital video signal, 
said digital video signal comprising some sets of objects (OBJ) with components 
(COMP), comprising an encoder (ENC) for encoding said video signal, a transmission 
channel (CH) for transmitting the encoded video signal and a decoder (DEC) for 
decoding said encoded video signal, characterized in that it comprises: 

- availability information (FLAG) for determining if a component (COMP) of said object 
(OBJ) is to be encoded at the encoder (ENC) side and transmitted via the transmission 
channel (CH), 

- encoding means at the encoder side (ENC) for encoding a component (COMP) of said 
object (OBJ) if the availability infonnation (FLAG) is enabled, 

- decoding means at the decoder (DEC) side for decoding said component (COMP) of said 
object (OBJ) if the availability information (FLAG) is enabled, and, 

- retrieving means at the decoder (DEC) side for retrieving said component (COMP) of 
said object (OBJ) if the availability information (FLAG) is disabled. 

2. A video communication system (SYS) as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the 
encoding means are adapted to encode a component (COMP) as if all the components 
(COMP) of said object (OBJ) have been encoded and transmitted as welL 

3. A video conunmiication system (SYS) as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that an 
encoded component is dependent (COMP_D) on another component (COMP), said other 
component being an encoded component or a missing component (COMP_D). 

4. An encoder (ENC) for encoding a digital video signal, said digital video signal 
comprising some sets of objects (OBJ) with components (COMP), characterized in that it 
comprises: 

- availability information (FLAG) for determining if a component of said object (OBJ) is to 
be encoded and transmitted via a transmission channel (CH), and 

- encoding means for encoding a component (COMP) of said object (OBJ) if the 
availability information (FLAG) is enabled. 
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5. An encoder (ENC) as claimed in claim 4, characterized in that the encoding means are 
adapted to encode a component (COMP) as if all the components (COMP) of said object 
(OBJ) have been encoded and transmitted as welL 



5 . 6. A decoder (DEC) for decoding a digital video signal, said digital video signal comprising 
^ome sets of objects (OBJ) with components (COMP), characterized in that it comprises: 

- decoding means for decoding a component (COMP) of said object (OBJ) if an 
availability information (FLAG) is enabled, and 

- retrieving means for retrieving a component (COMPJM) of said object (OBJ) if an 
* ' \ availability information (FLAG) is disabled. 

7. A decoder (DEC) as claimed in claim 6, characterized in that the decoding means are 
adapted to first decode a component (COMP) that is not dependent on another component 
(COMP), then to decode a component (COMP_D) that is dependent on another 

15 component, and if dependent on a missing component (COMP__M), to decode said 

dependent component (COMP_D) after retrieval of said missing component (COMPJM). 

8. A method of processing a digital video signal, said digital video signal comprising some 
sets of objects (OBJ) with components (COMP), characterized in that it comprises the 

20 steps of: 

- by virtue of availability information (FLAG), determining if a component (COMP) of 
said object (OBJ) is to be encoded and transmitted via a transmission channel (CH), 

- encoding said component (COMP) of said object (OBJ) if the availability information 
(FLAG) is enabled and transmitting it, 

25 - decoding said component (COMP) of said object (OBJ) if the availability information 
(FLAG) is enabled, and 

- retrieving said component (COMP_M) of said object (OBJ) if the availability information 
(FLAG) is disabled. 



30 9. 



A method of processing a digital video signal as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that 
the encoding of a component (COMP) is performed as if all the components (COMP) of 
said object (OBJ) have been encoded and transmitted as well. 
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10. A computer program product for a computer, comprising a set of instructions, which, 
when loaded into said computer, causes the computer to carry out the method as claimed 
in claims 8 and 9. 



5 



